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designation as a “historic structure” and the variance is the minimum to preserve the historic character
and design of the structure.

SECTION G. SPECIAL CONDITIONS

Upon consideration of the factors listed in Article 6, and the purposes of this ordlnance the Forrest
County Board of Supervisors may attach such conditions to the granting of variances, as it deems
necessary to further the purposes of this ordinance.

SECTION H. FLOODWAY
Variances shall not be issued within any designated regulatory floodway if any increase in flood levels
during the base flood discharge would result.

ARTICLE 7. SEVERABILITY
If any section, clause, sentence, or phrase of the Ordmance is held to be invalid or unconstltutlonal by -
any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way effect the valldlty of the remaining
"portions of this Ordmance

This ordinance having first been reduced to writing was adopted at a public meetmg of the Board of
Supervnsors on January 7, 2010, wherein the vote was as follows:

David Hogan, President, District 1 aye
Charles Marshall, District 2 aye
Lynn Ca rtlidge, District 3 aye

Roderick Woullard, Vice President, District4  aye

Chris Bowen, District 5 aye

SIGNED:

David Hogan, President, District 1

ATTESTED BY:

Jimmy C. Havard, Chavncery Clerk
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FORREST COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FLOODPLAIN DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE

ARTICLE1.  STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT, PURPOSE, AND OBJECT! IVES

SECTION A. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION

. The Legislature of the state of Mississippi has in Title 17, Chapter 1, Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated
delegated the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations desngned to promote the
public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the Board of Supervusors of Forrest
County does hereby adopt the following floodplain management regulations. -

* SECTION B. FINDINGS OF FACT
(1) Forrest County is subject to periodic inundation, which results in loss of life and _property,
health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, extraordinary
public expenditures for flood protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which
adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare.

(2) These flood losses.are caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions, both inside and outside
the identified Special Flood Hazard Areas, causing increases in flood heights and velocities and
by the occupancy in flood hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods or hazardous to other lands
which are inadequately elevated, floodproofed, or otherwise unprotected from flood damages.

SECTION C. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE :
It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare and to

“minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to:

(1) Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety, and- property due to water or
erosion hazards, which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or velocities;

(2) 'R_equire that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected
' against flood damage at the time of initial construction;

(3) Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers
which are involved in the accommodation of flood waters;

(4) Control filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase erosion or flood
damage, and; ' ' S

(5)  Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert floodwaters
or which may increase flood hazards to other lands.

SECTION D. OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this ordinance are:

(1) To protect human life and health;
(2) To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;

(3) To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally
_ undertaken at'the expense of the general public; '

v(4)' To minimize prolonged business interruptions;

(5) To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric,
telephone and sewer lines, streets and bridges located in floodplains;

(6) To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of flood
prone areas in such a manner as to minimize flood blight areas, and; '

(7) To ensure that potential homebuyers are notified that property is in a floodprone area.
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SECTION E. METHODS OF REDUCING FLOOD LOSSES
In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance includes methods and provrsrons for:

(‘i) Restricting or prohibiting uses whlch are dangerous to health, ‘safety, and property due to water
or erosion hazards, or which result in damagmg increases in erosion or in flood heights or
velocities; :

(2) - Requiring that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected

against flood damage at the time of initial construction;

(3) Controlling the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protectlve ‘
barriers, whlch help accommodate or channel flood waters;

(4) Controlling filling, gradmg, dredging, and other development which may increase flood damage,
and; -

(5) Preventing or'regulating the - construction of flood barriers that will unnaturally divert
floodwaters or may increase flood hazards in other areas. . :

ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS
Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted so as.to -
give them the meanlng they have in common usage and to give this ordinance it's most reasonable
- application.

A Zone is the Area of Special Flood Hazard without base flood elevations determined.
A1 - A30 and AE Zone is the Area of Special Flood Hazard with base flood elevations deterrnined.

_Accessory Structure (Appurtenant structure) means a structure, which is located on the same parcel of
property as the principal structure and the use of which is incidental to the use of the principal
structure. Accessory structures should constitute a minimal initial investment, may not be used for
human habitation, and be designed to have minimal flood damage potential. Examples of accessory
structures are detached garages, carports, storage sheds, pole barns, and hay sheds.

Addition (to an existing building) means any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter or height of
a building: Any addition shall be considered new construction. If the addition is more than 50% of the
market value o_f the structure, then the addition and the existing structure are now new construction.

Appeal means a request for a review of the Floodplain Administrator’s interpretation of any provision of
this ordinance or a request for a variance.

Area of Special Flood Hazard is the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one percent
or greater chance of flooding in any given year. This area is also referred to as the Special Flood Hazard
Area (SFHA).

B and X Zones (shaded) are areas of 0.2 percent chance flood that are outside of the SFHA subject to the
one percent chance flood with average depths of less than one foot, or with contributing dramage area

less than one square mile, and areas protected by certified levees from the base flood.

Base Flood means the flood having a one percent cha_nce of being equaled or exceeded in any given year
(also called the “one percent chance flood”).

Base Flood Elevation (BFE) is the elevation shown in the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for Zones AE, AH,
A1-30, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AR/A1-A30, AR/AH, AR/AO, V1-V30, and VE that indicates the water surface -
elevation resulting from a flood that has a one percent or greater chance of being equaled or exceeded
in any given year. '

Basement means any portidn of a building having its floor sub-grade (below ground level) onali sides.

' |
Building see Structure.

C and X Zones (unshaded) are areas determined to be outside the 0.2 percent cnance floodplain.
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Community is a political entity and/or its authorized agents or representatives that have the authority
to adopt and enforce floodplain ordinances for the area under its jurisdiction.

Community Floodplain Management Map means any map produced by the community utilizing best
available base flood elevation and floodway data that is from a federal, state, or other accepted
technical source. p
Community Rating System (CRS) is a program developed by the Federal Insurance Administration to
provide incentives for those communities in the Regular Program that have gone beyond the minimum
floodplain management requirements to develop extra measures to provide protection from flooding.

Community Flood Hazard Area (CFHA) is an area that has been determined by the Floodplain
Administrator (or other delegated, designated, or qualified community official) from available technical
studies, historical information, and other available and reliable sources, which may be subject to
periodic inundation by floodwaters that can adversely affect the public health safety and general
welfare. This mcludes areas downstream from dams.

Critical Facility (also called critical action) means facilities for which the effects of even a slight chance of -
flooding would be too great. The minimum floodplain of concern for critical facilities is the 0.2 percent
chance flood level. Critical facilities include, but are not limited to facilities critical to the health and
safety of the public such as: emergency operations centers, designated public shelters, schools, nursing
homes, hospitals, police, fire and emergency response installations, vital data storage centers, power
generation and water and other utilities (including related infrastructure such as principal points of
utility systems) and installations which produce, use or store hazardous materials or hazardous waste
(as defined under the Clean Water Act and other Federal statutes and regulations). Such facilities and
access to such facilities will be constructed outside the one percent chance Special Flood Hazard Area or
elevated/protected to or above the 0.2 percent chance flood level. )

Dam is any artificial barrier, including appurtenant works, constructed to impound or divert water,
waste water, liquid borne materials, or solids that may flow if saturated. All structures necessary to
maintain the water level in an impoundment or to divert a stream from its course will be considered a
dam.

Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not
limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavating, drilling
operations, or storage of materials or equipment. '

Elevated Building means for insurance purposes, a non-basement building which has its lowest elevated
floor raised above ground level by foundation walls, shear walls, posts, pilings, columns, or piers.

Elevation Certificate is a FEMA form used as a certified statement that verifies a building’s elevation
information. '

Emergency Program means the first phase under which a community participates in the NFIP. It is
intended to provide a first layer amount of insurance coverage for all insurable buildings in that
community before the effective date of the initial FIRM.

Enclosure below the Lowest Floor see “Lowest Floor.”

Encroachment means the advance or infringement of uses, plant growth, fill, excavation, buildings,
structures or development into a floodplain, which may .impede or alter the flow capacity of a
floodplain. :

Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) this order requires that no federally assisted activities
be conducted in or have the potential to affect identified Special Flood Hazard Areas, unless there is no
practicable alternative.

Existing Construction means structures for which the “start of construction” commenced before the
date of the FIRM or before January 1, 1975, for FIRMs effective before that date. Existing construction

may also be referred to as existing structures.

Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for
which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be
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affixed (including at a minimum the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final
site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain
management regulations adopted by a community. o

Expansion to an Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision -includes the preparation of
additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes
are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site
grading or the pouring of concrete pads). ' :

Fill means a deposit of earthen materials placed by artificial means.

Five-Hundred Year Flood means the flood that has a 0.2 percent chance of being equaled or exceeded
in any year. Areas subject to the 0.2 percent chance flood have a moderate risk of flooding.

Flood or Flooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of
normally dry land areas from: :

a.) The overflow of inland or tidal waters.
b.) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

c.) Mudslides which are proximately caused by flooding and are akin to a river of liquid and flowing
mud on the surfaces of normally dry land areas, as when earth is carried by a current of water and
deposited along the path of the current.

d.) The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of water as a result of
erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical levels or
suddenly caused by an unusually high water level in a natural body of water, accompanied by a
severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such as flash flood or an abnormal tidal surge,
or by some similarly unusual and unforeseeable event which results in flooding.

Flood (insurance definition) means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation
of two or more acres of normally dry land areas or of two or more properties (e.g. a building and a
public street) from (1) overflow of inland or tidal waters (2) unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of
surface waters (3) mudflows caused by flooding. v h

Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) means the official map on which the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) or Federal Insurance Administration (FIA) has delineated the areas of flood
hazards and regulatory floodway.

Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM) means an official map of a community, issued by FEMA, where the
boundaries of the areas of special flood hazard have been identified as Zone A.

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which FEMA has
delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium zones applicable to the
community.

Flood Insurance Study (FIS) is the document which provides an examination, evaluation, and
determination of flood hazards and, if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an
- examination, evaluation, and determination of mudslide and/or flood-related erosion hazards.

Floodplain means any land area susceptible to being inundated by flood waters from any source.

Floodplain Management means the operation of an overall program of corrective and preventive .
measures for reducing flood damage and preserving and enhancing, where possible, natural resources in
the floodplain, including but not limited to emergency preparedness plans, flood control works,
floodplain management regulations, and open space plans.

Floodplain Administrator is the individual appointed to administer and enforce the floodplain
management regulations. ‘

Floodplain Management Regulations means this ordinance and other zoning ordinances, subdivision

regulations, building codes, health regulations, special purpose ordinances, and other applications of
police power which control development in flood-prone areas. This term describes federal, state, or
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